
AQUILA
Late July 2021

Commodore’s Communiqué.
ILCA / Laser Master’s Open mee�ng.

What a fantas�c PBSC team effort! I would like to say an enormous THANK YOU! to everyone who contributed in any way at all.
There are far too many for me to pick out everyone individually, but there are specific teams that I feel need a men�on.

Pre�y much a year’s work went into the “behind scenes” organisa�on of the event and a small team, headed up by Adrian
Peckham, made numerous Zoom calls to ensure that everything was in place and ready to go when sailors started to sign up.
Adrian con�nued his energe�c organising throughout the event to ensure that everything was in place at every stage.
Well done team!

With the Covid restric�ons dicta�ng how the catering was run, Tina in the galley and Sonia in the bar had to devise how food
and drink could be served to support and enhance the very social side of the event. This led to many of you helping to offer
“table service” so that we could be compliant. Our guests seemed to really appreciate the friendly, good humoured atmosphere
created by our volunteers, well done and a very big thank you to all those who helped out.

Thanks must go to the all-important safety boat teams who had the onerous task of laying the most complicated course that we
have ever offered. Nine marks in all had to be laid and, when necessary, moved which involved a high level of skill and accuracy.
Well done to all. Gordon Bishop led the team, who a�ended training sessions prior to the event to ensure that everyone knew
the type of course to be laid and the methods to use. All done by GPS, angles and wind direc�on reading and the courses could
not be faulted. If only this could be reflected in Club racing!!

The beach par�es were tremendous, I think on one day we had 15 people helping! The elements had contrived to present us
with a shingle cliff earlier in the week and with the prospect of launching at high �de the possibility of bulldozing the ridge was
discussed. But no! Manpower overcame the problem with the beach par�es carrying the boats into the water. Well done.

Tina, who has now stepped down from the running of the galley, has done a fantas�c job keeping us all fed from the beginning
of the year. She spent many hours away from the Club, planning and preparing food and her efforts have been hugely
appreciated. On top of this, all the profits she made have been paid back in to the Club!

The catering is now going to be run by Ed and Louis un�l they go off to Uni in the Autumn.

Saturday sailing.

As we move towards the end of July our Sailing School courses come to an end for the adults and the cadets, the instructors
actually deserve and need a well-earned rest and �me to do their own sailing. This obviously leaves a big gap in the learning and
experience for all these individuals. We therefore intend to con�nue to offer supported sailing on every Saturday throughout
the summer period.

This will mean that there will be someone in charge, an Officer of the Day. There will be a safety boat on the water whenever
necessary. There will be food available from the galley or wet-bar. We hope that a number of the more experienced sailors will
come along to offer the less experienced a trip out ……….. and to enjoy their own sailing. There should be some cadet training
available, but this could be of a rather ad hoc nature and will not be under the On-Board banner.

Clearly, for this to operate at all, we need volunteers. Volunteers to sail your boats and show the less experienced how good you
are! Volunteers to help the children get on the water. Volunteers to drive the safety boats. And volunteers to be in charge!

The Laser Masters at Pevensey Bay



This is a great opportunity to meet new members and help in the development and growth of the Club. The Saturday du�es
have been added to Dutyman so please add your name to the dates and �mes you are able to do and let Dave know at
(commodore@pbsc.co.uk) if you are able and willing to take people sailing.

Sea week

Sea week is coming! I’m sure you are aware!!
9th – 13th August, but normally extended into the weekends before and a�er ………… I wonder why??
This is usually a fantas�c week with loads of ac�vi�es on and off the water as men�oned by Ant, our Social secretary, later in
this Aquila.
This will be the last Aquila to get to you before Sea week and so further informa�on will be sent out via email. The reason I raise
it now is that I have heard numerous members refer to it as “Cadet Week,” “Family Week,” “A week for the kids.” Yes it can be
all these things but it is a week for ALL MEMBERS.We have fun sailing events which are posi�vely enhance by the involvement
of adults, perhaps children sailing with parents. We have cruises where adults are essen�al for them to take place. We have
Seaweek Race series for serious racers and budding racers. We have even had a cruise around the Sovereign Light Tower, when
condi�ons allow. And of course ……………. the bar will be open every evening without the patrons worry about driving home!!

Resigna�on

I am sad to say that Ma� Fowler has resigned from his post as Sailing Secretary. I understand his reasons for taking this ac�on
and fully support him in his decision. Some of the posts on the ExCom take a huge amount of personal �me to fulfil properly
and par�cularly for those with demanding ‘day jobs,’ who want to improve their own sailing to compete at a high standard,
something has to give.
Ma� has been Sailing Secretary for four to five years and he has put in a huge amount of �me and energy, crea�ng some
innova�ve solu�ons to many of the problems encountered in his role. His input will be missed on the ExCom. To lighten the
load of this post we intend to split up the many tasks of the Sailing Secretary to make the role more manageable. We are
therefore looking for people who would like to contribute to the Sailing Commi�ee and take on the responsibility for one of the
following; du�es, paddlesports, results, trophies, members container, youth. If you think you could help with one of these task,
or perhaps some other aspect of sailing, have a chat to James Allerton or Dave Boniface.

Aquila Grillers
Ed and Louis are back up in the kitchen, firing up the grill once again. Breakfast items from 9.00 at the
weekend including fresh coffee, sausage and bacon baps. For lunch: freshly ground beef burgers and Cajun
style bu�ermilk fried chicken are supplemented with baps sourced from the local Poppyseed Bakery. The
rooster (a Greek style ‘gyros’ wrap with grilled chicken, chips and salad) also remains a fan favourite. For those
with a sweet tooth, loaded shakes, iced coffee and waffles are the perfect way to finish off an a�ernoon’s sail.
Come down and try it out for yourself.



SEAWEEK  9th – 13th August 2021
It’s Back! – out of lockdown we have planned a full Sea Week jamboree!

Spend a full five days with your PBSC family enjoying the club, beach, sea, and sailing.

But, remember this is a member only event.

Those of you who have attended Sea Week before will have stories of great sailing, great socials, classic on
and off the water bloopers, epic battles during topper wars and the usual all-nighter hall of shame!

Provisional schedule daily theme…

Monday – Topper wars/football and on the water shenanigans.

Tuesday – Breakout your inner Pirate, it’s Pirate day! Arghhh

Wednesday – The Ice cream cruise and social stopover at Ronnie’s

Thursday – Armada to visit our friends at
Eastbourne Sovereign Sailing Club for lunch

Friday – More on the water fun and games and some land based It’s a Knockout to finally 
prove who’s the best (parents of course!) 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

TOPPER WARS PIRATE DAY ICE CREAM
CRUISE

ARMADA to ESSC IT’S A KNOCK OUT

Beetle Drive or
Race Night

Pirate party games Quiz Night Movie & Popcorn
Night 

BBQ & Beach Bar
cocktails/Mocktails,

Piñata & presentations

Each day will hold something for everyone; morning fun sailing activities, afternoon free sailing, early evening 
Sea Week series of restricted class racing, cruises, treasure hunts, evening socials and more…

Ed & Louis are back with the Aquila Grill providing a full meal deal for the week or ad-hoc food as you need it. 
The meal deal includes cooked breakfast, afternoon tea & evening meal for all five days.

Lots of details to follow in a separate event announcement where I’ll provide the full event calendar, details of 
camping prices, meal deal prices and sign-up forms. 

In the meantime, prepare yourself, there are prizes for the best Pirate lads & lasses, wastrels, wenches and 
ne'er-do-well lollygaggers.

See you on the water   



Launching of Wild Goose.
Well, Wild Goose finally took flight, with her freshly
painted bottom. The plan was to get her to the

bottom of the shingle and wait for the tide to float
her.

While working on her, many people had asked me
how I would launch her. To me it seemed an easy

solution as I knew about this thing called gravity, and
from many years of skiing knew that polythene was a
very slippery material; polythene being used on the
base of skis and half section polythene tubes being
the base of the keel skids. Ok, shingle isn’t snow but
if you stand on a windsurf board at the top of the
beach, you won’t stay there for long! Anyway, my
biggest fear was that it would get out of control.

A willing group of merry helpers arrive early in the
morning of very still sunny day, perfect for the

launch. Duncan had kindly offered to drive his Land
Rover down the beach to pull Wild Goose from her
perch. After another hour of beach profiling with
shovels, we were ready to go. Beach nice and

smooth, Land rover attached by a 20 metre towing
strop to the stern and to stop any uncontrolled
runaway, the club winch attached to the bow.

The first attempt with the Land Rover saw all four
wheels dig themselves into the beach and Wild

Goose staying firmly in place. At this point I started
to think that all the sceptics were right and my

assumptions were wrong. Perhaps the old fishing fleets who launched their heavy clinker built fishing boat
from the beach knew something that I didn’t. Perhaps a capstan at the bottom of the beach? Better

lubricant under the keels? No, that’s just silly! Suggesting that perhaps if the group of helpers gave Wild
Goose a bit of a shove, it might do the trick, remembering Roger McAll’s lecture on overcoming stiction!......

It certainly did!

Wild Goose set off on her bid for freedom. I expected the club winch to slow her progress once the slack
had been taken up, but NO! She kept going. Accelerating down the shingle at a break neck speed. We had a
couple of pieces of wood ready to slow the rush and so I set off after the runaway, as fast as my bionic hips
allowed in an attempt to slow her down. Just managing to throw the wood in front of the skid, Wild Goose
simply hopped over it and continued on her way, catching up with Duncan in his Land Rover. She went from

beach top to sand in about 8 seconds, very nearly catching up with the Land Rover ………….. ….just
imagine the insurance claim!! The skids worked, but why the runaway?

Well …… I forgot to put the winch in gear! Oops!!



USV’s spotted in Pevensey Bay!!
Speak to our membership secretary and he’ll be able to tell you that there are often Unidentified
Sailing Vessels left abandoned in the boat park, but the particular USV’s that have been spotted
in the Bay recently are a little bit
special.

PBSC are currently assisting a
team from the University of
Southampton, led by Dominique
Townsend who is conducting field
experiments in Pevensey Bay on
the seabed and its sediments.

“The research is entering an
exciting second stage,” explains
Dominique, “which involves some
of the world’s smallest surveying
vessels. These unmanned surface
vessels, or USVs, will be carrying
out surveys of the seabed at
Pevensey as part of a wider
research project looking into nearshore change. This exciting new technology has been made
possible due to advances in marine engineering and drone technology, which has allowed the
design of small vessels that can be controlled remotely or that can carry out pre-programmed tasks.

At Pevensey, the university will be using these
novel USV surveys to learn more about
subtidal sediment movement and how it
impacts the barrier beach in Pevensey Bay. As
well, these surveys will be used as a quality
check against the sea bed mapping which is
being produced from information collected by
the radar tower that has been installed in the
Environment agency compound in the Bay.

In addition to the surveys supported by the
sailing club, HydroSurv, a specialist survey
company, will be carrying out USV surveys.
HydroSurv, formed in 2011 has a fleet of USV
vessels, ranging in size from just under a
meter long up to a length of 4.127 m. The
company, which is based in Exeter, has
already carried out two surveys at Pevensey,
in late April and May, which were done in
perfect surveying conditions. Monthly surveys

will be running from March 2021 to Jan 2022”.

So next time you’re out on the beach or on the water keep an eye out on the horizon for a little
yellow USV!



FASTNET RACE 1995 by Ronnie Hall

I recently came across an ar�cle I wrote a�er my Fastnet Adventure and as there will be a Fastnet
Race this year I thought I would send it to Aquila. It is a few years ago now, but sailing doesn’t
really change that much!
Just to put it context....I agreed to go one day before the start... they were a crew person short
a�er sailing down from Liverpool. (He abandoned ship!)
I stepped on to the boat about 2 hours before the start and had no idea if they were even
competent! As it happened I probably had more big boat cruising/racing/sailing experience than
most of them except for the skipper and a watch leader - but we had a good race and it was a
never to be forgo�en experience!
Personal reflec�ons on the race:

BOAT – SWAN 45 ‘WAVE SWEEPER’
Port Liverpool
Crew Skipper + 9 crew

First �me the crew had entered the race!!!

I had promised our editor a graphic report of my voyage for the last Aquila (1995), but a�er the
ini�al paragraph on how I was invited to be part of the crew the story became very repe��ve. e.g.
On watch 3 hours – saw the sea. Off watch 3 hours – Slept. Woke up. On watch 3 hours – saw the
sea…..and some�mes the land!! Went round Fastnet Rock……...So a�er due thought I decided to
just pass on some observa�ons and comments.

How can 250 boats all go round the same course and yet mostly be out of sight? The most boats
we ever saw together was about 40, spread round the horizon near the Fastnet rock and about 20
in the area off Lands End – where can they all go?

How can 10 people live in 45 feet and yet not keep falling over one another? Up to half were always
asleep somewhere – in bunks, hidden in the sail locker, or just lying around in the main cabin. you
would li� up a piece of clothing to make a space to sit down with a coffee and find an arm or a leg
a�ached to a sleeping body; or from deep in the sail locker would come the deep regular snoring of a
crew member, only to be disturbed when a sail change was required or a wet and soggy sail suddenly
descended down the hatch. A very rude awakening. And how can ten people eat so much?

Every locker seemed crammed with food when we started. Every �me you opened a door a large pack
of bread rolls fell out. Yet, somehow, the food just lasted un�l we got to Plymouth. We ate the last of
EVERYTHING on the final evening.

How can ten people live so closely together and yet all only wash once and not get really disgus�ng?

I don’t know the answer to that ques�on, but it was true. Due to being as light as possible, we only
carried theminimum amount of water, so wewere allowed one litre of water to wash. This great event
took place on Tuesday a�ernoon. Not altogether you understand, in sequence!!! My wash was
WONDERFUL. It’s amazing what you can do with a litre of water and it certainly makes one appreciate
home comforts and normal 20th century living.



How can one be so busy just watching, ea�ng, talking and sleeping that you cannot find �me to keep
a personal log? I really did intend to do one but somehow…….

How can a pint of Guinness taste so wonderful at 03.30, standing on firm ground in Plymouth?
Answers on a postcard to the editor for this one please!

What else can I say? The boat was fully equipped with all the modern gadgetry. Weather fax, GPS,
and an amazing computer that graphically showed us our posi�on constantly. I did miss listening to
the weather forecast – that’s somehow part of sailing – but weather fax churned out forecast maps
and text, �dal streams and diagrams every couple of hours.

I lived on black coffee and bacon rolls and lost about six pounds. It was certainly more exci�ng than a
health farm and I loved every second of every bit of it!!

I was invited to join the crew the following weekend for the Liverpool to Isle of Man race. To get to
Liverpool would take three hours by car – 250 miles – and a�er taking over five days to do 600 miles,
it just seemed too far, too fast!!!

Funny game sailing!

By the way, according to provisional results, we were 38th out of 240 starters.

NEWBIES CORNER
Things I have learnt since joining PBSC Execu�ve Commi�ee…

� …..the Club site includes an empty plot of land between houses on the road to the Club.
� …..what Buffalo is? It’s the newly installed water boiler supplying hot water for all our cups
of tea and coffee and goes by the maker’s name of Buffalo. Needs draining on a Sunday night for
a fresh start (and taste) the following weekend.

Sarah Pullen

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that
Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did
it. Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that

Everybody wouldn’t do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed
Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have.



House report.
The House committee had to pull out all of the stops in
the run up to the Laser Masters’ event as the catering
plans revolved around the use of the Wet Bar. This small
area has been a pretty useless space for as long as can be

remembered by most, an area which was always wet
(hence the wet bar I guess!), where things got mouldy and
appliances damaged by rust. Only used at Sea Week it

became a dumping ground for unwanted catering
equipment. Under the guiding eye of Andrew the area has

been completely re-designed and fitted out to a high
standard of catering specification. Goff and Ken did the
bulk of the work putting in long days as the deadline

loomed, but Ant Mechan did all the wiring, with Gary and
Matt doing the plumbing. Again this was a great effort by
all involved and we now have a very useful catering facility
which has already proved its worth. A very big thank you

for your efforts.
Leading up to the Masters the Commodore managed to put
his foot through one of the steps on the back stairs; he
must have put on too much weight! As this was an integral
part of the planning for the Masters’ event Goff had to
leave the wetbar for a while to replace and reinforce the
whole staircase which is now strong enough to see us

through to next year. Thanks Goff.


