
AQUILA JUNE 2021
Commodore’s Communiqué

It’s great to see the Club back, nearly to normal. The Club has been buzzing with ac�vity and
most of the “on water” sessions a�rac�ng in the region of 20 boats. The warmer weather has
played its part in ge�ng people to the Club although once there we have o�en encountered
cold easterly winds blowing off the sea. More of this later in the Aquila.

Tina, in the galley, has been kept very busy and
Sonia and the bar commi�ee have been working
hard to re-stock and operate the bar. Thanks to
all of you who make the Club feel more normal
while working with the current Covid
restric�ons.

It’s great to see a number of our sailors star�ng
to a�end open events again following over 18
months of inac�vity on this front. Ma� Fowler
and Lynne Ratcliffe and Chris and Nicki Webber
a�ended an RS 200 mee�ng at Brightlingsea recently, where they came 4th and 6th

respec�vely. Well done to both teams, but I know they are both striving for improved
posi�ons. Ella and Maddy have started to a�end Class training again in their 29er and are
star�ng to look really impressive, well done girls and keep it up.

A�ending Open mee�ngs is a great way to develop your sailing, learn lots, have fun and see
how quick you really are in your boat when compared with others of the same class. If you
get the opportunity to sail at a “class” event, I thoroughly recommend it.

That’s all from me for the moment and so I hope you have started to enjoy the warmer
weather and are making full use of the Club. And remember, we need your help on the 9th,
10th and 11th July.

See you on the water.

Dave





Interna�onal Laser Class Associa�on (ILCA) Masters Na�onals
Friday 9th To Sunday 11th July

We are fast approaching this event which will showcase Pevensey Bay Sailing Club’s creden�als to run a Na�onal
Championship of this size. We have run 70 boat open mee�ngs most years in the past five but this will be the
largest event of this size since we last ran the Na�onal championships in 2015 with up to 120 dinghies expected.

We have been working hard on planning, servicing the safety boats, purchasing new marks and warps, and
coordina�ng with our friends at Eastbourne Has�ngs and Bexhill Sailing clubs who are kindly providing safety
boat support for the three day weekend. Tina Hol�um has been cooking and freezing for the last few weeks in
prepara�on. Our Bosuns, Goff and Ken Brooks, have been refurbishing the newwet bar on the ground floor which
we are aiming to have open in �me for the championships. The Commodore has been scrubbing Wild Goose’s
bo�om in an�cipa�on of it ac�ng as commi�ee boat.

The club will be open from Thursday 8th though Sunday 11th with two to three races per day Friday to Sunday .

The schedule is as follows:

Friday 9th July

Most compe�tors arrive 8am -10.30am

Races (3) start 12.00 & finish approx. 4.30 pm

Evening - Bar and Galley open

Saturday 10th July

Breakfast from 8am

Races (3) start 10.00 and finish approx. 2.30pm

Evening BBQ and Bar

Sunday 11th July

Breakfast from 8am

Races (2) start 10.00 and finish approx. 1pm

Prizes and departure c. 4pm

We need volunteers please for:

Welcome at gate, direc�on of dinghy drop off to the top of the beach & car parking, Friday morning 8am to 11am

Beach - people in wet gear to help launch and recover dinghies. Volunteers will be needed for approximately 2
hrs at each of 11.00 & 16.30 on Friday , 09.00 and 2.30 on Saturday and 09.00 and 1pm on Sunday. We’d like a
beach party of at least ten members please.

Galley - Friday evening and breakfasts on all days - serving - taking payment - making tea/coffee….

Bar - Thursday Friday, & Sat evenings - please see Bar Commi�ee lead Sonia & Gary Stevens or email me. Friday
and Saturday are expected to be par�cularly busy and will need 3 persons behind the bar rota�ng hourly. We’ll
need lighter touch during the day.

Front of house - clearing tables, and generally keeping the clubhouse and grounds �dy.

Please email me adrian.peckhampbsc@gmail.com if you are able to volunteer for any of these du�es or add your
name to the board in the entrance to the clubhouse. As always your support is much appreciated to make this
event a success.

Adrian



Safety boat and mark laying prac�ce.

On Saturday 12th June we are planning to hold a training day for all those helping out on
the Safety Boats at the Laser Masters’ Open event on 9th, 10th and 11th July.

We will be using Trapezoid Courses for this event and not many of us have ever had to lay
these! This will be a great opportunity for all of us to refresh our skills and knowledge of
powerboat handling and more par�cularly to get to grips with the laying of this
complicated course. The plan will be to do some theory ashore, including use of GPS,
before spending most of the day doing prac�cal exercises. Star�ng at 9:00, we have set
aside most of the day to ensure everyone gets a good opportunity to prac�ce.

Dick Hol�um (Deputy Race Officer for Laser Masters)

That boat on the beach!

If you have a�ended the Club over the last couple of weeks you couldn’t have failed to
no�ce a fairly big catamaran high and dry on the shingle. This is your Commodore’s pride
and joy! Unfortunately when he brought her up the coast from Plymouth to berth it in the
marina for maintenance, he discovered she was too wide to be li�ed out of the water by
the hoist at Eastbourne. With Gosport being the nearest yard capable of li�ing her, the
Commodore opted for a closer to home solu�on and with a lot of help from a few Club
members managed to get her to the top of the beach, just above the very long �des
experienced at the end of May. With her bo�om now painted with mul�ple coats of very
expensive resin, she is now ready for re-launch. The Commodore has not yet alluded to
how he will achieve this, but we hope that he manages to do it pre�y soon as we need to
use Wild Goose as commi�ee boat for the Laser Masters!!



From the Vice..
It's Wednesday now and I think I've just about bounced back from the Beach Weekender. The camping

gear is packed away, I've caught up on lost sleep, however my nose, despite plenty of factor 50, is telling

me that summer is finally here!

It was great to see the club bustling with so many familiar and new faces. For those who are new to the

club, the Beach Weekender was a small taste of how great extended weekends at PBSC can be. Youth

sailing on Saturday morning with free sailing in the afternoon. Impromptu evening BBQs or takeaways in

the evenings and racing and free sailing on Sunday and Monday. We might not be allowed to travel very far

this year but seriously, who needs Saint-Tropez when you've got Pevensey Bay! If you enjoyed the Beach

Weekender then make sure you clear your diary for Sea Week (9th to 13th August) where the fun goes on

even longer.

In between the weekend fun and with the support of a crack team of Topper Tinkerers (Thank you to Lee,

Dave, and Mike) we also managed to organise and repair a lot of the equipment in the Sailing School

container (The one nearest the clubhouse). If you are borrowing anything from this container for use

during a course or cadet session, can you please ensure that it's always rinsed and returned to its original

home. Salt water is no friend of sailing gear and shortens the life of boats and buoyancy aids.

Behind the scenes we have been working away on a fresh new range of club merchandise which will be

available soon through the club’s very own webshop. Please keep your eyes peeled for announcements on

email, the website and on the club's social channels.

James



The Rear Commodore Writes:

Small projects con�nue throughout the club, with Goff leading the charge with the Wet Bar
refurbishment. The new door finally arrived, and with this installed the floor finish has been
completed by Bourne Flooring. Hopefully the wet bar will be completed and ready for food and
drink service before too long.

We are hoping to repair and replace the boundary fence around the club, with the assistance of
our neighbours. We will let you know when this is likely to take place. If you have any boats or
trailers close to the fence, then think about how to ensure your property will remain safe whilst
this work takes place. We should all look to ensure the area around our boats and trailers is in
good shape. Feel free to �dy up and weed and keep the boat park looking �dy.

We are also looking to instal new signs around the club site providing warnings regarding cables
and winches and reminding the public that this is private property.

Andrew

Membership Secretary

Firstly a big welcome to all the new members who have recently joined, as well as a big thank you to
those who helped out at the open day.

Those who have been to the club recently will have seen that boats which have been abandoned have
been moved to the back of the field. There are s�ll some more to go.

If you have a new boat or have moved your exis�ng boat to a new space, please can you make sure that I
am aware of it. Otherwise there is a very real risk that you will come down to the club and find that it
has been relocated to the back of the field.

If your boat is in rows Y or Z, that is on the inland side of the road into the club, please ensure that it is
tucked in �ght. Some of these boats are s�cking out, or have masts which are s�cking out. People drive
down there and at the Laser Masters’ event in July, there will be a lot of people driving down there. We
don't want a situa�on where boats or masts get hit by or damaged by cars. (Not to men�on cars being
damaged by boats! Ed.)

Most people have now renewed their memberships, but a few have not. Expect me to be chasing you
individually in the near future if this is you.

Duncan



Safeguarding

Hi Everyone,

The Club is looking at updating it Safeguarding policy and I am
checking that all the relevant people have an up-to-date DBS in

place.

There is now a new poster on the wall downstairs with details on how
to get hold of me if you have any concerns. I know policies can be
heavy going to read so I thought I would just put some bite-size
pieces of information which will be of interest to everyone. I have

had some questions regarding changing and showering from a couple of
members

Adults often feel uncomfortable either showering or changing in front
of children when the adult is on their own.

It is preferable for adults to stay away from the changing rooms
while there are children there. If this is unavoidable because adults
are sailing at the same times, we recommend that adults avoid being

alone in a changing room with children. At PBSC we do have the
option that the disabled toilet can be used for changing if required.

Parents should be aware that adult club members may be in the
changing rooms.

If it is essential, in an emergency situation, for a male to enter a
female changing area or vice versa, it is advised that they are

accompanied by another adult of the opposite sex. Please let me know
if you have any questions or queries.

Lyn (Welfare Officer) lyn.brocklehurst@hotmail.co.uk



Boat park �dy up.
I know that what I am about to write will annoy or even upset some members and so I

apologise in advance for this, but as a commi�ee we have a role which includes monitoring,

maintaining and rec�fying any issues that we think detrimental to the Club. This includes the

clubhouse and the grounds as well as the organisa�on and func�oning of the Club.

Over the last month or so we have been focusing on the �dying of the grounds and boat park

and we have removed a number of unwanted or unclaimed boats to the back in an a�empt to

make more boat parking slots available. This ini�a�ve led by Duncan was very successful, but a

walk around the boat park soon iden�fies a good number of derelict, unused and apparently

forgo�en boats and trailers. Some of these boats occupy prized loca�ons close to the water. In

most cases we know the owners of the boats and the pitches are paid for.

The ExCom was unanimous in the view that boat pitches need to be kept �dy with the boat

being fully func�onal and sailable. Boats should be removed from the pitch every year to

ensure that the brambles can be cut back or be�er s�ll dug up, and �e downs checked. Phil

and the working par�es have put in a lot of �me and effort trying to clear the brambles from

the back boat pitches, but have o�en been thwarted by boats being buried in the

undergrowth. Masts need to be put up so that they are not le� in the way throughout the

summer. Roadways need to be cleared to allow for easy access for cars and trailers around the

back.

The Club is not a dumping ground for boats, trailers and other unwanted items and we have

already spent a fair bit of money on hiring skips and deposing of unwanted items, money that

could be spent on sailing ac�vi�es and equipment that everyone will benefit from. We would

therefore ask, that if a boat is not sailed, it is removed from the site. If a boat remains

untouched you will be asked to use it or remove it.

We don’t feel that this is an unreasonable request, as with an influx of new members we will

need more boat parking spaces in the near future. We would appreciate your co-opera�on in

this ma�er.



Free sailing.
As always there are a number of sailors who like to go free sailing and I feel that this has
increased in popularity since the Covid restric�ons. This is great as it means that members are
using their boats even when the Club is not open, but it does mean that sailors are exposing
themselves to more risks. How many take an anchor or paddle and some means of calling for
help??? Who checks the �dal flow and the weather forecast?? Who thinks about which way is
best to sail? With the younger sailors the parent must take responsibility and perhaps offer
guidance

Some of our younger sailors are pushing the limits, disappearing into the distance with li�le
thought about what would happen if the boat was disabled or worse, if they were injured
…………….. and it’s not just younger sailors!! If you are about a mile off shore in a choppy sea and
you capsize, you will not be seen.

Another thing that I would recommend is avoiding the harbour entrance on an ebb �de with an
easterly breeze blowing.

Pevensey weather

When we bask in warm sunshine a few miles inland from the coast the beach can prove to be a chilly,

windswept place, which doesn’t lend itself to a lazy day of beach inac�vity or sailing.

Once the weather had se�led down towards the end of May, an area of high pressure blocked the

Atlan�c weather fronts from reaching the Bri�sh Isles and so most of the UK experienced a period of

fairly se�led and warm weather. At Pevensey Bay, however, we experienced sunny but very chilly

condi�ons, spiced up by a brisk breeze of up to 20 knots most days, when typically we would expect a

high pressure system to give gentle breezes.

Why is this o�en the case?? Well, a high pressure system nearly always creates a north easterly wind,

coming down from the North Sea and through the channel. At this �me of year the sea in these waters is

typically 11-12degrees C, but the sun is extremely hot. As the land warms up quickly in the morning, the

air rises off the land quickly, dragging the cool breeze in off the sea which is o�en only a degree or two

above the sea temperature. With strong sea breeze coming from the south-west mee�ng an equally

strong “gradient” breeze coming from the north-east, the resultant wind can come directly on-shore at

the Club (south east), with increased strength. These were the condi�ons experienced over Beach

Weekend. Strangely, however, if both of these air movements are less, they can cancel each other out

and we get li�le to no wind. It’s all a bit of a guessing game really, but we can make informed guesses

using observa�ons from the past.



AND FINALLY…..
Congratula�ons to the following on passing your RYA Level 1 learn to sail
course:

Emma, Alison, Helen, Greg, Mark, Silvana, Jo,
Steve, Grainne, Nuala, Tom, Karen, Alice,
Michelle, Lisa, Rachel, Donna and Lawrence.
Good luck on the Level 2 that starts on Tuesday 15th June in the evening.
Many thanks to all who contributed to delivering the 2 courses.

Last weekend saw the annual running of the East Sussex Coast Sailing Federa�on at Newhaven
and Seaford Sailing Club. This event used to be a popular and well a�ended inter club rega�a
which regularly saw well over 100 boats and some�me over 150, a�ending. It has declined in its
popularity over recent years and consequently the format has been �nkered with by the
organising club of the year. The clubs involved are Newhaven and Seaford, Eastbourne, Pevensey
Bay, Bexhill, Has�ngs and Rye.

Unfortunately we couldn't send a team of adults over to Newhaven this year, with Roger and Pat
being our only representa�ve; thanks for represen�ng the Club. We did however send a good
team of our older Cadets to race in the Junior Federa�on event, run alongside the adult event. As
I am wri�ng this, I have been unable to find any overall results for the event, which we won last
year, but I know that Michael Tanner was first visi�ng boat and Ella and Maddy sailing really well
being 1st and 2nd over the line in the two races. So well done to everyone and thank you for
represen�ng PBSC and a big thank you to all the parents for ge�ng boats and sailors over to
Newhaven. It was a shame the weather didn't allow a full days sailing but I do hope everyone had
an enjoyable day.

The Federa�on Cup

STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS! STOP PRESS!


